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1 . O This communication is responsive to 7/23/04 . 

2. £3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 10-28 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 31 May 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper NoVMail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Clear statement: 

None of the art of record discloses or suggests a method for electronically 
acquiring request information and documentation for the shipping including the 
steps of : electronicallv verifying said requester against said electronic database 
to ensure a proper requester; verifying electronicallv said approving manager or 
said approving manager designee against an electronic manager delegation 
database to ensure a proper authorization: notifying electonically a requester's 
manager when said approving manager designee provides authorizations;, 
determining electronically from said request which next required approving 
manager or next required approving manager designee should be notified for 
awareness, documentation, or approval. None of the art of record discloses 
these features because verifying against a proper requester would not appear 
necessary because the prior art systems appear to allow unregistered requesters 
such as in the case with vendors requesting orders in an open chain supply 
system. 

How Claims distinguish over the closest Prior Art: 

Saito '832 discloses a method for electronically acquiring request 
information and documentation for the shipping. It discloses: providing an 
electronic database (ordering database 1) adapted to receive a shipping 
instruction from a requester; notifying said requester's approving manager or 
approving manager designee of said request for an initial approval is read as 
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step S27 which a step connecting the process to a manager. However, this 
reference fails to disclose or suggest the following steps of claim 10 which was 
amended to include : electronically verifying said requester against said 
electronic database to ensure a proper requester; verifying electronicallv said 
approving manager or said approving manager designee against an electronic 
manager delegation database to ensure a proper authorization: notifying 
electonically a requester's manager when said approving manager designee 
provides authorizations;, determining electronically from said request which next 
required approving manager or next required approving manager designee 
should be notified for awareness, documentation, or approval. Similarly, Altenahl 
et al '213 while it discloses parcel management system having fields hyperlinked 
to other data controls and shipping approval concerns fials to likewise disclose or 
suggest: which were amended to include : electronicallv verifying said requester 
against said electronic database to ensure a proper requester; verifying 
electronicallv said approving manager or said approving manager designee 
against an electronic manager delegation database to ensure a proper 
authorization: notifying electonically a requester's manager when said approving 
manager designee provides authorizations;, determining electronically from said 
request which next required approving manager or next required approving 
manager designee should be notified for awareness, documentation, or approval. 

In addition to the above, the claim 10 includes numerous other sequential 
steps such as, notifying electronically said next required approving manager or 
said next required approving manager designee after said initial approval; 
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prompting electonically said requester to prepare documents for moving goods 
and materials to a designated shipping location; notifying electronically said 
requester continuously via electronic mail of the status of said request, notifying 
electronically said requester of approved request after all approvals have been 
granted which are neither disclosed or suggested by the prior art. 

Best Art in Each Category: 

US Reference: 

Saito '832 is the closest US reference and discloses a method for 
electronically acquiring request information and documentation for the shipping. 
It discloses: providing an electronic database (ordering database 1) adapted to 
receive a shipping instruction from a requester; notifying said requester's 
approving manager or approving manager designee of said request for an initial 
approval is read as step S27 which a step connecting the process to a manager. 
However, this reference fails to disclose or suggest the following steps which 
were amended to include : electronically verifying said requester against said 
electronic database to ensure a proper requester; verifying electronically said 
approving manager or said approving manager designee against an electronic 
manager delegation database to ensure a proper authorization: notifying 
electonically a requester's manager when said approving manager designee 
provides authorizations;, determining electronically from said request which next 
required approving manager or next required approving manager designee 
should be notified for awareness, documentation, or approval. In addition to the 
above, the claim 10 includes numerous other sequential steps such as, notifying 
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electronically said next required approving manager or said next required 
approving manager designee after said initial approval; prompting electonically 
said requester to prepare documents for moving goods and materials to a 
designated shipping location; notifying electronicallv said requester continuously 
via electronic mail of the status of said request, notifying electronicallv said 
requester of approved request after all approvals have been granted which are 
neither disclosed or suggested by the prior art. 
Foreign: 

EPO 0527 423 A2 discloses an electronic cash register, but does not 
involve any shipping approval steps as claimed. 
NPL: 

"Azerity's New Prochannel" 5 discloses a method whereby an OEM is 
linked to sales activities to insure proper shipping, but no shipping approval steps 
are discloses or suggested. 

References Cited for the following reasons: 

6510997 Cited for the general background in canning; 

5421778 Cited for the general background in labeling; 

6525835 Cited for the general background in shipping/tracking; 

6697702 Cited for the general background in shipping transactions. 

6490493 Cited for the general background in management; 

6505094 Cited for the general background in shipping/tracking; 

6687848 Cited for the general background in business to business; 

5923014 Cited for the general background in scanning ; 
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5930768 Cited for the general background in business to business; 
5910868 Cited for the general background in shipping transactions; 
5758329 Cited for the general background in business to business; 
6690997 Cited for the general background in pick-up/delivery; 
6167378 Cited for the general background in management; 
2003/0191710 Cited for the general background in shipping/tracking; 
6721762 Cited for the general background in shipping/tracking; 
6581204 Cited for the general background in tracking; 
6324522 Cited for the general background in business to business; 
6058373 Cited for the general background in electronic forms. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to PRIMARY EXAMINER Joseph A. Fischetti 
whose telephone number is (703) 305-0731 . The examiner can normally be 
reached on MAXIFLEX. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Claim 28, change the dependency from "28" to 



